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   Drawing living water to give to others           

              Living close to Jesus to serve others 

 

Introduction 

“To the one who overcomes, I will give some of the hidden manna. I 
will also give that person a white stone with a new name written on it, 

known only to the one who receives it.” Rev 
2:17. 
As Christians when we overcome in life we are 
given a hidden spiritual food and secret new 
name known only to us and Jesus. Living in 
close intimacy with Jesus, we draw water from 
the well of salvation to give to others. 
Isaiah 12 says: “The LORD, the LORD himself, is 
my strength and my defence; he has become my 
salvation. With joy you will draw water from the 
well-springs of salvation.”  

Jesus said: “Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of 
living water will flow from within him” By this he meant the Spirit, whom 
those who believed in him were later to receive.” There is an intimate 
place to find each day with Jesus and it’s there that we receive the 
living water. As we connect to this well-spring a stream flows out all 
day long to those around us.   
 
How do we find and live in that intimate place? 
Firstly, we need to believe that it’s not something outside our grasp. Our 
loving Father, Daddy, doesn’t look on us with judgement or distain, but 
wants to cradle us in His arms, to squeeze us close to Him. Jesus and 
Paul called Him “Abba” which means “Daddy”. Be like a child: start the 
day with “Thank you Daddy, thank you Lord, I love You!” Judgement is 
for those who rebel, who don’t seek forgiveness, who are proud (no pride 
of any type is allowed in the Bible). Tender love is reserved for you and I 
if we earnestly desire humility, holiness and a life hand in hand with the 
living God.  
 
Once our day has started with thanks and expressions of love, we then 
need to eat His Word. Read the New Testament, psalms, and other parts 
of the Old Testament too if you have time. Listen to messages about 
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them from our website or from trusted speakers. Test everything against 
the New Testament. 
 
Jesus spent all of his day praying, healing, teaching about the Kingdom 
of God and spending His life for others. In the end He gave Himself 
totally for us. This is the characteristic of a Christian. Listen to what 

Jesus Himself says here in Luke 22: A dispute 
also arose among them as to which of them was 
considered to be greatest. Jesus said to 
them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; 
and those who exercise authority over them call 
themselves Benefactors. But you are not to be like 
that. Instead, the greatest among you should be 
like the youngest, and the one who rules like the 
one who serves. For who is greater, the one who 
is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the 
one who is at the table? But I am among you as 
one who serves.  

 Let’s look at this in detail: 
24 

A dispute also arose among them as to which of them was considered 
to be greatest. 
If we go through life trying to take the highest place, we will always be 
frustrated and disappointed, and in the end have no fruit to take into 
eternity. Jesus uses many illustrations to get this message across: taking 
the lowest place when invited to a meal; washing one another’s feet; 
giving to those who ask; turning the other cheek, etc.  
 
Jesus said to them, ‘The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and 
those who exercise authority over them call themselves Benefactors.

 

26 
But you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among you should 

be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves. 
Generally the spirit that prevails in the world is one of thinking of 
ourselves as better than others. But the top job in the country is that of 
“Prime Minister” which actually means “first servant”. In a Christian 
society, the top job is the lowest one. There is a principle in the 
workplace too: if you really want to do well, try serving those who are 
watching over you or employing you. Watch what they do and see if you 
can take on some of their tasks. That way you will be noticed and ready 
for promotion.  
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27 
For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? 

Is it not the one who is at the table? But I am among you as one who 
serves.  
In Luke 12 Jesus goes even further: “Be dressed ready for service and 
keep your lamps burning, like servants waiting for their master to return 
from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and knocks they can 
immediately open the door for him. It will be good for those servants 
whose master finds them watching when he comes. Truly I tell you, he 
will dress himself to serve, will have them recline at the table and will 
come and wait on them. It will be good for those servants whose master 
finds them ready, even if he comes in the middle of the night or toward 
daybreak. 
There is a clear parallel here between our service every day and the 
Lord returning and serving us. How wonderful! 
 
28 

You are those who have stood by me in my trials. 
29 

And I confer on 
you a kingdom, just as my Father conferred one on me, 

30 
so that you 

may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones, judging 
the twelve tribes of Israel.  

Finally as we consistently and 
patiently serve the Lord and others, 
standing with Christians in their trials, 
we will be conferred with a place of 
honour when He comes. Our hearts 
should not be chasing this or any 
other reward; nevertheless it is 
something we can expect when we 
are living with Him forever. 

 

Cutlery people 

The world is divided into cutlery people: 

There are in our society the fork people. These are the gimmie people: “I 

see it, I stab it, it’s mine! I want that, and that, and that, and I’m putting it 

over here!” 

Then there are the knives people. These are the control freak people. 

They know how they want things to be, and when they look at you 

they’re already thinking how they can carve you into a new shape. “I can 

make you do this, and I can make you do that”. Sometimes it’s really 
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scary where the forks and the knives get a coalition, and they stab it and 

they carve it, and they stab it and they carve it, and you don’t have a 

chance. That’s awful. 

 

We should want to be a spoon. There’s a lot to be said about spoons: 

there are more spoon types than anything else, 

going from the little tea spoons to the big ladle. 

There are cooking spoons, desert spoons, egg 

spoons, crucible spoons, salt spoons, table 

spoons, soup spoons, jelly spoons, ice cream 

spoons, long drink spoons, salad spoons, wooden 

spoons, even ear spoons, etc.  There are even 

spoons called “Serving spoons”. There are          

commemorative spoons – Apostle spoons, Love 

spoons, silver spoons, souvenir spoons, etc, 

though we may think of these spoons negatively 

as they are for show rather than use in serving others..  

 

There are so many ways to serve, and each one of us is made for a 

different purpose:  

 

We may be like a salt spoon, adding savour to others; or like a wooden 

spoon, mixing people together into one; or an egg spoon, with a specific 

ministry; or a sugar spoon, adding sweetness to people's lives. Whatever 

our ministry, if we want to give something to build others up spiritually, 

we first need to receive from the Father, spending time with Him in 

praise, worship, prayer and meditation. 

 

Conclusion: 

True happiness in life is not found by looking for it, but in serving others. 

But in order to be a real blessing, adding value to others, we need to first 

receive from Jesus by spending time with Him. Then as we start to 

serve, we will find out what our purpose and ministry in life is.  

 
Songs: Draw me close to You; Servant King; Make me a channel of your peace. 
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